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Living With Fire
…helping Kern River Valley residents live more safely with the threat of wildfire

FACT: Despite our best prevention efforts, much of
the Kern River Valley will continue to experience
wildfire.
FACT: The number of homes located in high
wildfire hazard areas is increasing.
FACT: Many of these homes neighborhoods, and
communities are not prepared to survive a wildfire.

Who Wins, Who Loses…
Why do some houses survive a wildfire, while others are destroyed? Research findings

prove that house survival during wildfire is not random, miraculous, or “dumb luck”.
Rather, it is how the house is built, the characteristics of adjacent vegetation, and other
fuels, and routine maintenance that often determine which homes burn and which
survive. These types of actions are called “pre-fire” activities. Pre-fire activities are
actions completed before a wildfire occurs which improve the survivability of people
and the home. The “winners” will be the people who implement pre-fire activities.
The homeowner the most important person in preventing a house from being destroyed
by wildfire. It is the actions that a homeowner takes before a wildfire that are critical.

Living in a High Wildfire Hazard Area
The potential for loss of human life and property due
to wildfire in the Kern River Valley is growing. In
response, local state, federal, private, and nonprofit
organizations have banded together to create Living
With Fire, a wildfire threat reduction program for
homeowners.
The Living With Fire program is not about fire
prevention. It s purpose is to teach people how to
live more safely with the threat of wildfire. For many
areas in our region, it is not a question of “if” wildfire
will occur, but “when”.

HUMAN BEHAVIOR IS JUST AS IMPORTANT AS FIRE BEHAVIOR IN SAVING YOUR HOME!
The owners of this house
were issued an order from
Kern County Fire Department
to reduce hazardous fuels
adjacent to their home in
May 1999.

The same house
burning in a wildfire
In July 1999.

Bull Fire of August 2010 in my backyard. Photo Courtesy of Christine McGuire
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Wildfire will threaten your house in three ways…
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CONTACT BY FLAMES
This type of threat occurs when vegetation
and other fuels burning near the house
produce flames that come in contact with
the home and ignite it. Often, it happens
when fire burns through a uniform layer of
vegetation right up to the house. Direct
contact by flames is probably what most
homeowners visualize when they think of a
house burning during wildfire.

RADIATED HEAT
Radiated heat melted the vinyl siding on
this house. Flames never came in contact
with it. Radiated heat is produced by
invisible electromagnetic waves that travel
out in all directions from a flame. When a
house receives enough radiated heat for
sufficient time, it will ignite. Sometimes
radiated heat can burst windows and
allow burning embers to enter the house.

FLYING EMBERS
More houses burn due to flying embers
than any other reason. If fire conditions
are right, embers can be lofted high into
the air and transported more than a mile.
Burning embers can also be carried by
wind and fire whirls. If these burning
embers land in easily ignitable materials,
a new fire can start.

The Living With Fire wildfire threat reduction recommendations are presented according to four zones...
What can homeowners do to reduce the wildfire threat?

Access Zone
This zone provides suggestions that
help emergency responders locate
your home in a timely manner.

Built Zone
This zone includes recommendations
for home construction.

Interior Zone
This zone offers fire safety tips for
inside the home.

Defensible Space Zone
This zone pertains to the vegetation
surrounding your home, both
ornamental and landscape plants
and native plants.
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Road Width and Grade: Roads
and long driveways should be at
least 12 feet wide with a steepness
grade of less than 12%.

Address: The home address
should be readily visible from the
street. The address sign should be
made of reflective, noncombustible
material with characters at least 4
inches high.

Turnarounds: Homes located at
the end of long driveways or
dead-end roads should have
turnaround areas suitable for large
fire equipment. Turnarounds can be
a cul-de-sac with at least a 45-foot
radius or a location suitable for a
three-point turn.

Access Zone
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Driveway Clearance: Remove
flammable vegetation extending at
least 10 feet from both sides of the
driveway. Overhead obstructions,
such as overhanging branches and
power lines, should be removed or
raised to provide at least a 15-foot
vertical clearance.

Turnouts: Homes located at the
end of long, narrow streets and
dead ends can discourage
firefighters and complicate
evacuation. If possible, create
turnouts in the driveway that will
allow two-way traffic.

Street Signs: Street signs should
be posted at each intersection
leading to your home. Each sign
should feature characters that are
at least 4 inches high and should
be made of reflective,
noncombustible material.

Bridges and Culverts:
Inadequately built bridges and
culverts may prevent firefighting
equipment from reaching your
home. Ask your local fire marshal
about proper bridge and culvert
design for your area.
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Defensible Space Zone

Wildland Fuel Reduction Area:
The Wildland Fuel Reduction Area
usually lies beyond the residential
landscape area and is where
sagebrush, cheatgrass, pinyon,
and other wild plants grow. Within
this area:

• Remove all dead vegetation
(dead shrubs, dried grass, fallen
branches, pine needles, etc.).

• Thin out thick shrubs and trees to
create a separation between them.

• Remove “ladder fuels” by
removing low tree branches, and
removing or pruning the shrubs
under the tree.

See page 12, Six Steps to Creating an Effective Defensible Space

Your ACE Home Center for all your building needs.

Lumber • Building Materials • Hardware • Electrical
Plumbing • Paint • Nursery • Equipment Rental

Chain Saws • Weed Eaters & Much More!

4700 Lake Isabella Bl. • 379-4631 760-376-4790 Office • 760-379-6440 Cell760-376-4790 Office • 760-379-6440 Cell

Your Valley Contractor
Ron Smith

www.rjsmithconstruction.biz

Lic. No. 333664
•New Homes
•Room Additions
•Remodels
•References

•Liability &
Workmans Comp.
Insured

•Free Estimates
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Lean, Clean, and Green Area: For
a distance of at least 30 feet from
the home, there should be a “Lean,
Clean, and Green Area.” “Lean”
indicates that only a small amount
of flammable vegetation, if any, is
present within 30 feet of the house.
“Clean” means there is no
accumulation of dead vegetation
or flammable debris within the area.
“Green” requires that plants located
within this area are kept healthy,
green, and irrigated during fire
season. For most homeowners, the
Lean, Clean, and Green Area is the
residential landscape. This area
often has irrigation, contains
ornamental plants, and is routinely
maintained.

Noncombustible Area: Create a
“Noncombustible Area” at least 3 feet wide
around the base of your home. This area
needs to have a very low potential for
ignition from flying embers. Use irrigated
herbaceous plants (such as lawn, ground
cover, and flowers), rock mulches, or hard
surfaces (such as concrete, brick, and
pavers) in this area. Keep it free of
woodpiles, wood mulches, dead plants,
dried leaves and needles, flammable
shrubs (such as juniper), and debris.

PRO-TEC CARPET CAREPRO-TEC CARPET CARE

760-379-1000

Truck Mount Steam Extraction • Residential/Commercial/Auto
24 HR. EMERGENCY WATER REMOVAL • PET ODOR/STAIN REMOVAL

WEEKEND & EVENING APPTS. AVAIL. • SCOTCHGARD/TEFLON
CARPET REPAIR & RESRETCHING • PRESSURE WASHING AVAILABLE

UPHOLSTERY/CARPET CLEANED W/SOFT WATER
Proud Supporter of the
Kern Fire Safe Council



Chimneys: Chimney and
stovepipe openings should be
screened with 1/2 inch or smaller
wire mesh or an approved spark
arrestor cap.

Eaves: The eaves of a home act as a heat
trap for hot air and gases, greatly increasing
the chance of ignition. Covering the under-
side of the eave with a soffit, or “boxing in”
the eave, allows the heat to escape.

Vents: Vents on homes are potential entry
points for fl ying embers. All vent openings
need to be covered with 1/8 inch or smaller
wire mesh. Do not use fi berglass or plastic
mesh because they can melt or burn.

Rain Gutters: Rain gutters trap flying embers.
Always keep your rain gutters free of leaves,
needles, and debris. Check and clean them
several times during fire season.

Exterior Siding: Wood products, such as
boards, panels, and shingles, are common
siding materials. However, they are
combustible and not good choices for
fireprone areas. Noncombustible siding
materials, such as stucco, brick, and cement
board, are better choices.

Windows: Windows are one of the weakest
parts of a home and usually break before the
structure ignites. This allows burning embers
and heat to enter the home, which may lead
to internal ignition. Single-paned and large
windows are particularly vulnerable. In high
fire hazard areas, install windows that are
at least double-glazed or tempered glass.
Windows with aluminum frames and sashes
are better choices than those with wood or
vinyl frames.
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Built Zone



Chimneys: Chimney and
stovepipe openings should be
screened with 1/2 inch or smaller
wire mesh or an approved spark
arrestor cap.

Roof: Homes with wood-shake or shingle
roofs are much more likely to be destroyed
during a wildfire than homes with fire-resistant
roofs. If you have a wood-shake or shingle
roof, consider replacing it with a fire-resistant
type. Fire-resistant roofing materials include
composition, metal, and tile. Regardless of
the type of roof you have, keep it free of fallen
leaves, needles, and branches.

Decks: The underside of the deck should be
enclosed with fi re-resistant materials. At the
very least, the underside of the deck should
be covered with 1/8 inch wire mesh. Keep this
area free of all easily combustible materials.

Firewood: Firewood stacks should be located
at least 30 feet from the home. If the stacks
are stored uphill from the house, make sure
that burning firewood cannot roll downhill and
ignite the home.

Flammable Items: Keep the porch, deck,
and other areas of the home free of easily
combustible materials, such as baskets,
dried flower arrangements, newspapers,
pine needles, and debris.

Kern Valley Sun 2011 Living With Fire 9
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760-376-8703760-376-8703

KELLEE SCOTTKELLEE SCOTT

27 Big Blue Rd. • Kernville
Fax 376-8603 • kscott4@farmersagent.com

27 Big Blue Rd. • Kernville

Agent • Lic. #0833364

Auto • Home • Life • Business • Workers Compensation

an affiliate of GUARANTY INSURANCE SERVICES, INC.

Judy A. Dempsey
Agent • Lic.# OD44424

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30am - 5pm • Evenings & Weekends By Appt.

760-379-4651 • Cell: 760-417-1737
Office Located in the Kern Valley Plaza

Fax: 760-379-8722 • jdempsey@guarantyins.com

760-379-4651 • Cell: 760-417-1737

Carbon Monoxide Detectors: Carbon
monoxide (CO) detectors are the only way to
alert people to dangerous levels of carbon
monoxide before tragedy strikes. Carbon
monoxide is a byproduct of combustion from
gas appliances or automobiles. Only use
detectors that are officially approved and are
clearly marked with the American Standard –
UL2034 symbol.

Wood Stove and Fireplaces: Heat your home
safely by following these tips concerning wood
stoves and fireplaces.
• Install according to the manufacturers’
directions.

• Never use a flammable liquid such as
gasoline to start a fire.

• Carefully follow directions when using
synthetic logs.

• Keep a glass or metal screen in front of
the fireplace opening to prevent embers
or sparks from escaping.

• Keep flammable materials off the mantle and
at least 3 feet away.

• Do not use excessive amounts of paper to
start your fi re.

• Do not burn colored paper, which can
accelerate creosote buildup and increase
the likelihood of a chimney fire.

• Avoid burning wood slowly for long periods of
time, which contributes to soot and creosote
buildup. Instead, allow the wood to burn
rapidly for 10 to 15 minutes several times a
week to help reduce creosote buildup. Use
dry wood for more efficient burning.

• Screen chimney and stovepipe openings with
1/2-inch or smaller noncombustible mesh or
an approved spark arrestor cap.

• Inspect and clean chimney at least once year.

Candle Safety: Candles are a safe product, but can become
hazardous when used improperly or in an unsafe manner.
• Always keep a burning candle within sight.
• Keep candles out of the reach of children and pets.
• Before burning, trim wicks to 1/4 inch.
• Always use a heat-resistant, sturdy candleholder that is large
enough to contain any melted wax.

• Keep burning candles away from drafts, vents, air currents,
and easily combustible materials.

• Always burn candles in a well-ventilated room.
• Extinguish the flame when 2 inches of wax remains, or when
1/2 inch remains if in a container.

• Use a candle snuffer to extinguish candles.

Interior Zone Smoke Detectors: Smoke detectors are
inexpensive devices that save many lives.
Current fire codes require a smoke detector in
every bedroom and in common areas. Many
older or retrofitted smoke detectors are not
wired to the home’s electrical circuits and
operate by self-contained batteries. Replace
the batteries at least once a year or when the
unit is “chirping” to indicate low battery power.
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VICTORIA
SNYDER-LEONARD

VICTORIA
SNYDER-LEONARD

Agent Lic. #0761487

760-379-2500
6047 Lake Isabella Blvd. • Lake Isabella

Fax: 760-379-2900 • laura.alford.quud@statefarm.com

760-379-2500
Laura M. Alford • Office Manager • Lic. #0F66966

SHARON ROONEY,
CLU

SHARON ROONEY,
CLU

Insurance Agent • Lic. #0713471 

760-379-5641760-379-5641

6040-A Lake Isabella Blvd. • Lake Isabella
Fax 379-5642 • srooney@farmersagent.com

6040-A Lake Isabella Blvd. • Lake Isabella

Auto • Home • Life • Business

Other Heating Systems: Kerosene and other fuel-fired
heaters should be used properly. Follow manufacturers’
instructions when using these devices.
• Be sure they are approved by an independent testing
laboratory. Heaters should turn off if accidentally tipped over.
• Use only the fuels specified by the manufacturer for each
particular heating appliance.

• Refuel heaters outdoors.
• Keep children away from heaters.
• Never burn charcoal indoors.

Flammable Paint and Stain Products: Paint and stain
products are hazardous materials. All such products
should be stored in a cool, dry place, away from any
heat source. Contact the local fire marshal for specific
disposal requirements in your area.

Plan Your Escape: Even with early warning from a
smoke detector, escaping a house fire can be difficult.
By planning and practicing exit drills, you can better
prepare your family for a fire emergency. Contact your
local fire department for advice.

Portable Fire Extinguishers: Portable fire
extinguishers enable you to quickly respond to a fire.
Extinguishers are rated by the type of fire they can effectively
extinguish: “A” – wood or cloth fires, “B” – liquid fires,
“C” – electrical fires, and “D” – metal fires.
• Be sure all family members know the extinguisher’s location
and its operation.

• Get the extinguisher serviced annually and recharged after
each use.

• The term P-A-S-S will help you remember the right way to
use the extinguisher:

Pull the safety pin
Aim the extinguisher
Squeeze the trigger
Sweep the extinguisher at the base of the fire

Sprinkler Systems: A sprinkler system installed
inside the home can provide effective fire protection. It
will operate automatically and can extinguish a fire
while you are asleep or away from home. Be sure your
home sprinkler system is installed by a contractor
licensed by the State Fire Marshal.

Smoke Detectors: Smoke detectors are
inexpensive devices that save many lives.
Current fire codes require a smoke detector in
every bedroom and in common areas. Many
older or retrofitted smoke detectors are not
wired to the home’s electrical circuits and
operate by self-contained batteries. Replace
the batteries at least once a year or when the
unit is “chirping” to indicate low battery power.
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Defensible space protected this home.

USFS Rincon fire crew making this home safe for firefighters.

Photograph provided by Lloyd Sm
ith

Photograph provided  by Cindy Thill
Photograph provided  by Scott W

illiam
s

KCFD Democrat Hot Spring fire crew chipper day.

6 Steps to Creating an Effective Defensible Space

Step Two
Remove dead vegetation: Within the recommended
Defensible Space Zone remove:
• dead and dying trees
• dead native and ornamental shrubs
• dead branches
• dead leaves, needles, and twigs that are still attached to
plants, draped on live plants, or lying on the ground within
100 feet of the house
• dried grass, weeds, and flowers

Step One
Determine the size of an effective defensible space: The size of
the defensible space is usually expressed as a distance extending
outward from the house in all directions. The recommended distance
is not the same for every home. It varies depending on the dominant
vegetation surrounding the home and steepness of slope. Use the
Recommended Defensible Space Distance table to determine the
right space for your home.
Once the recommended distance for defensible space is known,
mark it by tying strips of cloth or flagging the shrubs. This becomes
the “Defensible Space Zone”. If the Defensible Space Zone exceeds
your property boundaries, seek permission from adjacent
landowners before doing work on their property. It is important to
note that the effectiveness of the Defensible Space Zone improves
when entire neighborhoods implement defensible space practices.

The term “defensible space” refers to the area between a house and
an oncoming wildfire where the vegetation has been managed to
reduce the wildfire threat and allow firefighters to safely defend the
house. In the event that firefighters are not available, defensible space
also improves the likelihood of a home surviving without assistance.
Unfortunately, when some homeowners hear the term “defensible
space” they envision a large expanse of bare ground surrounding
their home. While this is certainly effective at increasing home
survivability, it is unacceptable for aesthetic reasons and can
contribute to soil erosion. It is unnecessary.

Flat to
Gently Sloping

0-20%
Grass
Dry grass such as
cheatgrass and weeds.
Shrubs and
Woodland
Sagebrush, pinyon,
juniper, etc.
Trees
Forest trees, such as
Jeffrey pine. If there’s a
substantial shrub
understory, use those
values stated above.

30 feet

100 feet

100 feet

100 feet

200 feet

100 feet

100 feet

200 feet

200 feet

Moderately
Steep

21-40%

Very
Steep
+40%

Defensible Space Distance Requirements

Defensible space
distance is measured

from the base of the house,
extending outward.
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Step Three
Create a separation
between trees and
shrubs: Within the
Defensible Space
Zone, native trees
and shrubs, such as
Jeffrey pine, pinyon,
juniper, and sagebrush
should not occur in a
dense stand. Dense
stands of trees and
shrubs pose a
significant wildfire threat. Thin dense tree and shrub stands to
create more space between them.

Dense pinyon poses a high fire threat.

A pinyon tree before and after ladder fuel removal. Removing ladder
fuel will help prevent a ground-level fire from reaching the trees.

Step Four
Create a separation between tree branches and lower
growing plants: If trees are present within the Defensible
Space Zone, there should be a separation between the lower
growing vegetation and the lowest tree branches. Vegetation
that can carry a fire burning in low growing
plants to taller plants is called “ladder fuel.”
The recommended separation for ladder
fuels is three times the height of the lower
vegetation layer. Prune the lower tree
branches, shorten the height of shrubs,
or remove lower plants. Do not, however,
remove more than 1/3 of the total tree
branches. When there is no understory
vegetation present, remove lower tree
branches to a height of at least 2 feet
above ground. During a fire, this will
help prevent burning needles and
twigs that are lying on the ground
from igniting the tree.

3x
x

2x x

Sagebrush, other Shrubs, Pinyon and Juniper: On flat
to gently sloping terrain, individual shrubs or small clumps
of shrubs within the Defensible Space Zone should be
separated from one another by at least twice the height of
the average shrub. For homes located on steeper slopes,
the separation distance should be greater. For example, if
the typical shrub height is 2 feet, then there should be a
separation between shrub branches of at least 4 feet.
Remove shrubs or prune to reduce their height and/or
diameter. In most instances, removing big sagebrush is the
preferred approach. It is a very flammable plant, is easily
removed, does not resprout, and is typically abundant.

Jeffrey Pine and White Fir: On flat to gently sloping
terrain, Jeffrey pine and white fir should be thinned to
provide an average separation between canopies of at
least 10 feet. For homes located on steeper slopes, the
separation distance should be greater. When selecting
trees for removal, consider cutting unhealthy, damaged, or
weak trees.

10
feet
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Step Five
Create a Lean, Clean, Green Area extending at least 30
feet from the house: There are two goals for the Lean,
Clean, and Green Area. The first goal is to eliminate easily
ignitable fuels, or “kindling” near the house. This will help
prevent embers from starting a fire in your yard. The
second goal is to keep fire intensity low if it does ignite near
the house. By proper management of the fuels near the
house, a fire would not be able to generate enough heat to
ignite the house. 
For most homeowners, the Lean, Clean and Green Area is
also the residential landscape. This area often has irriga-
tion, is planted with ornamental vegetation, and is regularly
maintained.

Step Six
Maintain the Defensible
Space Zone: Maintaining a
defensible space is an
ongoing activity. Plants
grow back and flammable
vegetation needs to be
routinely removed and
disposed of properly. Before
each fire season, reevaluate
your property using the
previous five steps and
implement the necessary
defensible space
recommendations.

Miracle House? This house survived northern California’s
Forty-niner Fire and has been referred to as the “Miracle
House”. That title, however, is misleading. The reason this
house survived was not due to a miracle. It survived
because the homeowner was proactive and created a
Lean, Clean and Green Area, had a fire-resistant roof,
and provided good access. It was designed to survive.

Planning chipper route
with KCFD fire crew

Photograph provided by Tom
 Parkin

Lean, Clean & Green Area Tips
• Remove most or all flammable plants. If you

want to keep a few, make sure they’re free of
dead wood and leaves, pruned back, and
separated from adjacent brush fields.

• Select less flammable plants for home
landscaping. Good choices are:

• Shorter plants are better choices than taller
plants.

• Green, herbaceous plants, such as grass
and non-woody flowers, are better choices
than shrubs and trees.

• Deciduous shrubs and trees are better
choices than evergreens. Avoid planting
juniper, pine and palms.

• Emphasize the use of hard surfaces and
mulches. Hard surfaces include concrete,
asphalt, and brick. Mulches include rock and
wood types. Wood mulch should not be used
within 3 feet of the house.

• Clear all flammable vegetation from within 10
feet of the propane tank.

• Remove tree limbs within 10 feet of the
chimney, touching the house or deck, within 6
feet of the roof, or encroaching on power lines.

• Create a noncombustible area at least 3 feet
wide around the base of the house. Emphasize
the use of irrigated plants, such as lawn, ground 
covers, and flowers. Also use rock mulches and
hard surfaces.

Little Green Gas Cans
Firefighters often refer to
ornamental junipers as “little green
gas cans”. During a wildfire
involving homes, embers can
smolder undetected under
ornamental junipers. The junipers
can then ignite and burn intensely

after firefighters have left your property. Planting ornamental
junipers next to your house is never a good idea. Keep these “little
green gas cans” at least 30 feet from the house or replace them with
low-growing deciduous shrubs, herbaceous flowers, rock mulches,
and hard surfaces.
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WHAT IS DEFENSIBLE SPACE?
Defensible space is the area between a
house and an oncoming wildfire where the
vegetation has been modified to reduce the
wildfire threat and to provide an opportunity
for firefighters to effectively defend the
house. Sometimes, a defensible space is
simply a homeowner’s properly maintained
backyard.

WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
VEGETATION AND WILDFIRE THREAT?
Many people do not view the plants growing
on their property as a threat. But in terms of
wildfire, the vegetation adjacent to their
homes can have considerable influence
upon the survivability of their houses. All
vegetation, including plants native to the
area and ornamental plants, is potential
wildfire fuel. If vegetation is properly
modified and maintained, a wildfire can be
slowed, the length of flames shortened, and
the amount of heat reduced, all of which
assist firefighters in defending the home
against an oncoming wildfire.

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT IS SUPPOSED
TO PROTECT MY HOUSE, SO WHY
BOTHER WITH DEFENSIBLE SPACE?
Some individuals incorrectly assume that a
fire engine will be parked in their driveway
and firefighters will be actively defending
their homes if a wildfire approaches. During
a major wildfire, it is unlikely there will be
enough firefighting resources available to
defend every home. In these instances,
firefighters will likely select homes they can
most safely and effectively protect. Even
with adequate resources, some wildfires
may be so intense that there may be little
firefighters can do to prevent a house from
burning. The key is to reduce fire intensity
as wildfire nears the house. This can be
accomplished by reducing the amount of
flammable vegetation surrounding a home.
Consequently, the most important person
in protecting a house from wildfire is not
a firefighter, but the property owner. And
it is the action taken by the owner before
the wildfire occurs (such as proper
landscaping) that is most critical.

DOES DEFENSIBLE SPACE REQUIRE
A LOT OF BARE GROUND IN MY
LANDSCAPE?
No. Unfortunately, many people have this
misconception. While bare ground is
certainly effective in reducing the wildfire
threat, it is unnecessary and unacceptable
due to appearance, soil erosion, and other
reasons. Many homes have attractive,
well-vegetated landscapes that also serve
as effective defensible space.

DOES CREATING A DEFENSIBLE
SPACE REQUIRE ANY SPECIAL SKILLS
OR EQUIPMENT?
No. For the most part, creating a defensible
space employs routine gardening and
landscape maintenance practices, such as
pruning, mowing, weeding, plant removal,
appropriate plant selection, and irrigation.
Equipment needed includes common tools
such as a chain saw, a pruning saw, pruning

shears, loppers, a weed-eater, a shovel, and
a rake. A chipper, compost bin, or large
rented trash dumpster may be useful in
disposing of unwanted plant material.

HOW BIG IS AN EFFECTIVE
DEFENSIBLE SPACE?
Defensible space size is not the same for
every home, but varies by slope and type
of wildland vegetation growing near the
house. See “Step One” on page 12.

DOES DEFENSIBLE SPACE MAKE A
DIFFERENCE?
Yes. Investigations of homes threatened by
wildfire indicate that those with an effective
defensible space are much more likely to
survive a wildfire. Furthermore, homes with
both an effective defensible space and a
nonflammable roof (composition shingles,
tile, metal, etc.) are many times more likely
to survive a wildfire. Defensible space also
allows firefighters to effectively and safely
defend your home.

DOES HAVING A DEFENSIBLE SPACE
GUARANTEE MY HOUSE WILL
SURVIVE A WILDFIRE?
No. Under extreme conditions, almost any
house can burn. However, having a
defensible space will significantly improve
the odds of your home surviving a wildfire.

WHY DOESN’T EVERYONE LIVING IN A
HIGH FIRE HAZARD AREA CREATE A
DEFENSIBLE SPACE?
The specific reasons for not creating a
defensible space vary. Presented below
are responses to common excuses
for not creating defensible space.

“I don’t have the time or money”:
If you live in a high fire hazard area, creating
defensible space needs to be a high priority
use of your spare time. Many defensible
space activities require little or no money to
implement. For larger, more expensive
projects that would benefit an entire
neighborhood or community, contact the
Kern River Valley Fire Safe Council.

“It’s wrong to cut trees”: In many areas,
Nevada’s Jeffrey pine, pinyon, and juniper
trees occur in unnaturally dense stands.
Thinning of these thick stands of trees not
only reduces the fire threat, but often
promotes forest health.

“It won’t look good”: There is a
misconception that defensible space has to

be ugly and barren to be effective. Through
proper planning, a homeowner can have
both an attractive landscape and an
effective defensible space.

“It’s not my responsibility”: The manner in
which a house is built, characteristics of the
adjacent vegetation, and maintenance often
determine survivability during wildfire. The
homeowner, not the firefighter, is usually
responsible for these factors.

“I don’t have an easy way to dispose of
the unwanted vegetation”: Organize a
community chipper day through the Kern
River Valley Fire Safe Council or watch for
one of our roving chipper days.

“It’s not going to happen to me”: If you
live near areas of dense sagebrush,
cheatgrass, pinyon, juniper, or Jeffrey

pine, it is only a matter of time before
these areas burn.

“It’s against the law to remove
vegetation”: If there are regulations that
prohibit the removal of vegetation
necessary to create defensible space,
contact your local fire official and ask for
help in resolving the conflict.

“I’ve got insurance”: While insurance can
rebuild a house, it cannot recreate a home.
Photo albums, heirlooms, and other
memorabilia are often irreplaceable.

“I don’t know what to do”: For more
information about creating defensible space,
go to www.krvfiresafecouncil.org.

What’s your excuse?

Take Responsibility!

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT DEFENSIBLE SPACE
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FIRE SAFETY QUIZ Parents and students to-
gether.

Please fill in the quiz, and the map on the back of this page, and turn in to your
teacher. Your class may win the prize for having the most completed papers turned in
at your school!

DEFENSIBLE SPACE ZONE

1. When using a mower during fire season mow before ____________ a.m. to prevent
an ignition.

2. Remove “_______________” by removing low tree branches.  Remove or prune
shrubs under the tree.

3. Create a “_________________    __________” at least three feet wide around the
base of your house. 

4. The Wildland Fuel _______________ Area usually lies beyond the residential
landscape area where wild plants grow.

5. For a distance of at least _______ feet from the home there should be a “Lean,
Clean, and Green Area“.

6. Thin out thick __________ and _________ to create a separation between them.

7. Plant fire _______________ landscape plants which thrive in our climate and soils
with less maintenance. 

8. Street signs should feature characters at least ______ inches high.  
Can the firefighters find your house?

9. A Green area requires that plants are healthy, green, and ____________.

10. Remove all _________ vegetation from around your home.  

Answers are on the Defensible Space Zone page.  Is your house fire safe?

Name of your school __________________________________

Home room number ______   or Teacher’s name ______________________ 
Student’s first and last name            _________________________________
Parent’s signature                            _________________________________
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2011 Hazard Reduction Service Providers
The following is a list of Hazard Reduction Service Providers available in your area, provided to you as a

convenience.  The Kern County Fire Department and the Kern River Fire Safe Council does not endorse nor
recommend any particular individual on this list; the individuals may or may not be licensed or bonded.  The

individuals listed below have attended the Hazard Reduction Training provided by the Kern County Fire
Department.  We suggest that you contact several of the providers for estimates on the work to be done and

any agreements entered into are solely between the provider and the property owner.  Please contact the
fire station as soon as the work has been completed to obtain clearance.  

ALL TELEPHONE NUMBERS ARE WITHIN THE (760) AREA CODE UNLESS STATED OTHERWISE.  
ROCKY RUSSELL
HANDYMAN SERVICE
ROCKY RUSSELL
986 OLD STATE RD
WOFFORD HTS
376-1339            

VALLEY WIDE YARD
MAINTENANCE
TOM AVIS
#8 Park Way
Bodfish
382-7247           

DG YARD SERVICES
DAN GIBSON
PO BOX 52
BODFISH

223-3800 

MILLER PROPERTY MGMT
JEFF MILLER
PO BOX 1208
LAKE ISABELLA

378-2024                

TERRY’S WEEDEATING
SERVICES
TERRY RAZEE
PO BOX 3662
WOFFORD HTS
376-4591        

MIKE’S HANDYMAN
SERVICE
MIKE BRILHANTE
PO BOX 848
BODFISH

223-6888

LARRY’S YARD SERVICE 
LARRY BERGERON      
PO BOX 1181
LAKE ISABELLA

379-5626              

FRANK SITLER
39728 OILER CT
WALKER BASIN   

661-867-2463       

BAYWATCH BRUSH
REMOVAL
LISA SMITH
2912 Claire St.
LAKE ISABELLA 

223-0906

KYT & SON’S
RANDY KYT
PO BOX 673
WOFFORD HTS

379-2031   
J&J YARD WORK
JAMES FERDANDEZ
150 PINEHURST
WOFFORD 

223-2697

PAUL CASSIDY
19 BUCKEYE DR
BODFISH

812-7426

ANDERSON’S YARD
SERVICE
SUE ANDERSON
PO BOX  716
WOFFORD HTS

223-2580

MICHEAL CARMAN
PO BOX 1650
WELDON

500-0721

JIM’S WEED REMOVAL
JAMES BREWER
6245 POPLAR DR
WELDON

223-3740
JACK ROBSON
200 BODFISH CYN RD
BODFISH

379-1528

BILL BERG
19 Buckeye Dr.
BODFISH

379-0429

S&J WEEDING
JERRY & CINDI RUPERT
2512 IRWIN
LAKE ISABELLA

379-2430

JOE’S PETERS HANDYMAN 
JOSEPH PETERS IV
411 OLD STATE RD
WOFFORD HEIGHTS

223-3995

MIKE’S YARD SERVICE
MIKE MOLLENAUER
14218 ALLEN AVE
WELDON

378-3039
ROGER MASON
PO BOX 988
WOFFORD HEIGHTS

376-3513

EDWARD CAMACHO
PO BOX 794
BODFISH

379-4688

RALPH LANDEROS
PO BOX 1006
WOFFORD HEIGHTS

376-3023

PIUTE ONE
RANDY HENDERSON
4016 LAKE ISABELLA BLVD.
BODFISH

661-364-4954

LANCE AND NUGGET
CLEAN UP WORK
NUGGET MILLER
4313 GOAT RANCH RD
SOUTH LAKE

378-1123
GALLAGHER, GRAM
PO BOX 8626
BODFISH

379-3149

ROBERTS LANDCARE
MATHEW ROBERTS
PO BOX 621 
WOFFORD HTS.

376-4524

ROBERTS LANDCARE
CONNIE COWHERD
2701 ERSKINE CR.RD
LAKE ISABELLA

223-1202

BILL CASSAIDY
#19 BUCKEYE DR.
BODFISH

812-7426

ROSE GRAUGNARD
PO BOX 4172
WOFFORD HTS.

549-3576
LAURIE GILBERT
PO BOX 4172
WOFFORD HTS.

549-3576

KEITH SKAGGS
PO BOX 4172
WOFFORD HTS.

549-3576

TERRY BLANTON
8428 STARBRITE CT
LAKE ISABELLA

223-6693

JOSEPH HOGAN
8428 STARBRITE
LAKE ISABELLA

223-6693

BAUER LANDSCAPING
STEVE BAUER
4512 MESA DR.
MT MESA
Lic.# C27 728284

818-903-6802
RAY REED
2517 WEBB AVE
LAKE ISABELLA

970-734-4011

COLIN LOCKWOOD
PO BOX 2609
LAKE ISABELLA

562-252-5398

JOHN’S YARD SERVICE
JOHN WILSON
108 LAKE VIEW
WOFFORD HTS.

417-1902

JOE PERTERS HANDYMAN
JOSEPH PETERS III
411 OLD STATE RD
WOFFORD HEIGHTS

376-2527

GENE VANLANDINGHAM
PO BOX 303
WELDON

378-2748
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This publication courtesy of:

What is the Kern River Valley Fire Safe Council?

• Volunteers with a passion for improving wildland fire
awareness.

• A 501(c)(3) organization that can solicit and execute
grant funded projects for fuel reduction and hazard
mitigation, wildfire protection planning, educational
programs, and wildfire awareness.

Our Vision
Create a wildland fire safe community in the Kern
River Valley.

Our Mission
Provide awareness through education and
information exchange, and to facilitate interagency
coordination, fire protection and fire safety projects
within Kern River Valley.

Want To Do More?
The council can provide speakers for homeowners
associations, neighborhood groups, service clubs,
and the like. We also maintain roadside billboards
with fire safety messages, conduct educational
programs in the schools, and provide fire safety
information in the newspaper. We have created
defensible space demonstration lots, helped install
fire information boxes, and schedule community
chipper days.  We have secured over $1.2 million in
National Fire Plan sponsored grant funding for fuel
reduction projects.  
We would welcome your volunteer help.  You can
either attend one of our stakeholder’s meetings or

follow the contacts on our website.
Tax-deductible financial contributions
are also welcome and help offset
our operating expenses and
enhance our educational
programs that are not covered
by the grant funding. Except
for the grant administrator
(paid out of the grant
funding), all of the council’s
work is accomplished by
community volunteers or
representatives from the
participating government
agencies.

Our Partners in the Kern River Valley

Kern River Valley Fire Safe Council
P.O. Box 633
Kernville, CA 93238
www.krvfiresafecouncil.org
Meets:  3rd Thursday of February, May,
August, and November at 9:30 AM in the
Kern County Administrative Complex in
Lake Isabella.

For more information, visit our website:
www.krvfiresafecouncil.org
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